Epidemiological studies have suggested that night shift-work may increase the risk of breast cancer. Disruption of the normal circadian rhythm may explain this association. We investigated whether working at night may influence the incidence of breast cancer in a population-based case-control study in France. Methods: The CECILE study was conducted in two administrative areas (départements). All female residents aged 25-75 years diagnosed in 2005-2007 with a cancer of the breast were eligible to the study. Population controls were frequency-matched by age group to the cases. A total of 1232 incident breast cancer cases and 1317 controls were included. An in-person interview was conducted using a standardized questionnaire to obtain information on risk factors for breast cancer, as well as on lifetime occupational history. For each job held for more than 6 months, information on night work schedules (defined as working at least one hour between 11pm and 5am) was elicited. Analyses were conducted using unconditional logistic regression adjusting for age and recognized risk factors for breast cancer. 
